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1
AUXILIARY POWER UNIT INLET DOOR
HAVING OPENINGS FORMED THEREIN

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to auxiliary power
units (APUs), and more particularly relates to an APU inlet
door that has openings formed therein to provide improved
performance.

BACKGROUND

Auxiliary power units (“APU”) are used in aircraft to pro-
vide electrical power and compressed air to various aircraft
systems and components. When an aircraft is on the ground,
its main source of electrical power and cabin conditioning
comes from the APU. In particular, the APU can power the
environmental control systems, air drive hydraulic pumps,
and the starters for the engines. When an aircraft is in flight,
the APU may provide pneumatic and/or electric power to the
aircraft.

Typically, APUs are located in the aft section of the aircraft,
at or near the tailcone section and include inlet and exhaust
ducting that exit through an opening, or cut-out, in the aircraft
fuselage to allow sufficient air flow through to the APU. For
aircraft on which APUs operate during flight, an inlet air door
is typically provided to protect the APU from foreign object
damage when not in use and/or during ground movement, and
to maximize airflow into the APU when performance or oil
cooling at altitude is required. Thus, when the APU is run-
ning, either on the ground or in flight, the inlet air door is in an
open position.

During in-flight operations of the APU, there is a low
pressure wake formation on the backside of the open inlet
door, which can create relatively high drag loads. These high
drag loads may also induce undesirable amounts of vibration
on the door, which can have deleterious structural impact and
may reduce over inlet door lifetime.

Hence, there is a need for an APU inlet door that, when
open, does not exhibit undesirably high drag loads and/or
does not have undesirable amounts of vibration induced
therein and/or improves overall inlet door lifetime. The
present invention addresses one or more of these needs.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In one embodiment, an inlet door system for providing air
to at least an auxiliary power unit (APU) contained within an
aircraft includes a duct, an inlet door, and a plurality of
openings. The duct is configured to extend from the auxiliary
power unit (APU) to an intake opening formed in an outer
surface of the aircraft. The duct includes an inlet port, an
outlet port, and a duct sidewall extending between the inlet
port and the outlet port. The duct sidewall defines an air flow
passage between the inlet port and the outlet port. The inlet
door includes an inner surface, an outer surface, and an outer
peripheral edge between the inner and outer surfaces. The
door is rotationally coupled to the duct, and is configured to
selectively rotate between a closed position, in which the door
seals the air inlet port and prevents air flow into the inlet port,
and a plurality of open positions, in which the door does not
seal the air inlet and allows air flow into the inlet port. The
openings extend through the inlet door between the inner
surface and outer surface, and each opening is disposed adja-
cent to the outer peripheral edge.

In another embodiment, an auxiliary power unit system
includes an auxiliary power unit (APU), a duct, an inlet, and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

aplurality of openings. The APU includes at least an APU air
inlet. The duct is coupled to and extends from the APU air
inlet, and includes an inlet port, an outlet port, and a duct
sidewall extending between the inlet port and the outlet port.
The duct sidewall defines an air flow passage between the
inlet port and the outlet port. The inlet door includes an inner
surface, an outer surface, and an outer peripheral edge
between the inner and outer surfaces. The door is rotationally
coupled to the duct, and is configured to selectively rotate
between a closed position, in which the door seals the air inlet
port and prevents air flow into the inlet port, and a plurality of
open positions, in which the door does not seal the air inlet
and allows air flow into the inlet port. The openings extend
through the inlet door between the inner surface and outer
surface, and each opening is disposed adjacent to the outer
peripheral edge.

In yet another embodiment, an inlet door system for pro-
viding air to at least an auxiliary power unit (APU) contained
within an aircraft includes a duct, an inlet door, an actuator,
and a plurality of openings. The duct is configured to extend
from the auxiliary power unit (APU) to an intake opening
formed in an outer surface ofthe aircraft, and includes an inlet
port, an outlet port, and a duct sidewall extending between the
inlet port and the outlet port. The duct sidewall defines an air
flow passage between the inlet port and the outlet port. The
inlet door includes an inner surface, an outer surface, and an
outer peripheral edge between the inner and outer surfaces.
The outer peripheral edge is defined by a front edge, a back
edge, a first side edge, and a second side edge. The door is
rotationally coupled to the duct, and is configured to selec-
tively rotate between a closed position, in which the door
seals the air inlet port and prevents air flow into the inlet port,
and a plurality of open positions, in which the door does not
seal the air inlet and allows air flow into the inlet port. The
actuator is coupled to the inlet door and is configured to
selectively move the inlet door between the closed position
and one or more of the open positions. The openings extend
through the inlet door between the inner surface and outer
surface. Each of the openings is disposed adjacent to only the
front edge, the first side edge, and the second side edge.

Furthermore, other desirable features and characteristics of
the APU inlet door will become apparent from the subsequent
detailed description and the appended claims, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings and the preceding
background.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will hereinafter be described in con-
junction with the following drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts a cross-sectional schematic of a portion of
an aircraft;

FIG. 2 depicts a simplified cross section view of one
embodiment of an auxiliary power unit;

FIGS. 3-7 depict various embodiments of an inlet door that
may be used in the aircraft of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 depicts a cross section view of the inlet door taken
along line 8-8 in FIG. 4; and

FIGS. 9-14 depict various examples of alternative shapes
of openings that are formed in the inlet door.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is merely exemplary in
nature and is not intended to limit the invention or the appli-
cation and uses of the invention. As used herein, the word
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“exemplary” means “serving as an example, instance, or
illustration.” Thus, any embodiment described herein as
“exemplary” is not necessarily to be construed as preferred or
advantageous over other embodiments. All of the embodi-
ments described herein are exemplary embodiments provided
to enable persons skilled in the art to make or use the inven-
tion and not to limit the scope of the invention which is
defined by the claims. Furthermore, there is no intention to be
bound by any expressed or implied theory presented in the
preceding technical field, background, brief summary, or the
following detailed description.

Turning now to FIG. 1, a cross-sectional schematic of a
portion of an aircraft 100 is depicted. The aircraft 100
includes an auxiliary power unit (APU) compartment 102 that
is defined by an exterior surface 104 and a firewall 106. As is
generally known, the firewall 106 separates the APU com-
partment 102 from other sections of the aircraft 100. In the
depicted embodiment, the APU compartment 102 is formed
in the tailcone section of the aircraft 100. It will be appreci-
ated, however, that this is merely exemplary, and that the APU
compartment 102 could be formed in any one of numerous
other sections of the aircraft 100. It will additionally be appre-
ciated that, depending on its location in the aircraft 100, the
APU compartment 102 may be defined by more than one
firewall 106.

No matter its specific location, the APU compartment 102
includes one or more intake openings 108, and an exhaust
opening 112. As will be described in more detail further
below, the one or more intake openings 108 are configured to
selectively receive a flow of inlet air 109, and the exhaust
opening 112 provides a point of egress from the APU com-
partment 102 for APU exhaust and other gasses. The inlet air
109 is selectively supplied to an APU 110 that is mounted
within the compartment 102 and, in some embodiments, may
also be supplied to the compartment 102 for cooling pur-
poses. Before proceeding further, and for completeness, a
brief description of an exemplary APU 110 that may be
mounted within the compartment 102 will be provided.

With reference now to FIG. 2, an exemplary embodiment
of'the APU 110 is depicted. The exemplary APU 110 includes
a compressor 202, a combustor 204, and a turbine 206. Air is
directed into the compressor 202 viaan APU airinlet 208. The
compressor 202 raises the pressure of the air and supplies
compressed air to both the combustor 204 and, in the depicted
embodiment, to a bleed air outlet port 210. In the combustor
204, the compressed air is mixed with fuel that is supplied to
the combustor 204 from a non-illustrated fuel source via a
plurality of fuel nozzles 212. The fuel/air mixture is com-
busted, generating high-energy gas, which is then directed
into the turbine 206.

The high-energy gas expands through the turbine 206,
where it gives up much of its energy and causes the turbine
206 to rotate. The gas is then exhausted from the APU 110 via
an exhaust gas outlet nozzle 214. As the turbine 206 rotates, it
drives, via a turbine shaft 216, various types of equipment that
may be mounted in, or coupled to, the APU 110. For example,
in the depicted embodiment the turbine 206 drives the com-
pressor 202. It will be appreciated that the turbine 206 may
also be used to drive a generator and/or a load compressor
and/or other rotational equipment, which are not shown in
FIG. 2 for ease of illustration.

Returning once again to FIG. 1, it is seen that the APU 110,
and more specifically the APU air inlet 208, is coupled to a
duct 114. It is additionally seen that the APU 110, and more
specifically the exhaust gas outlet nozzle 214, is coupled to an
exhaust system 115. As will be described in more detail
below, the duct 114 is coupled to selectively receive the inlet
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air 109. The exhaust system 115, at least in the depicted
embodiment, includes an eductor 116 and an outlet duct 118.
The eductor 116 may be variously configured, but in the
depicted embodiment it preferably surrounds, and receives
the gas that is exhausted from, the exhaust gas outlet nozzle
214. It will be appreciated that in other embodiments, the
exhaust gas outlet nozzle 214 may communicate with the
eductor 116 via one or more intermediate components such
as, for example, a mixer. Nonetheless, the eductor 116 is
additionally configured, upon receipt of the exhaust gas, to
draw compartment cooling air that, in some embodiments, is
selectively supplied to the APU compartment 102 from a
compartment cooling duct 122 through, for example, an oil
cooler 124 that is coupled to the eductor 116, and into the
exhaust duct 118, which is coupled to, and in fluid commu-
nication with, the exhaust opening 112.

As was mentioned above, the duct 114 is coupled to selec-
tively receive the inlet air 109. To do so, the duct 114 is
coupled to and extends from the APU air inlet 208, and
includes an inlet port 126, an outlet port 128, and a duct
sidewall 132. The inlet port 126 is coupled to selectively
receive the inlet air flow 109, and the outlet port 128 is
coupled to the APU air inlet 208. The duct sidewall 132
extends between the inlet port 126 and the outlet port 128, and
defines an air flow passage 134 between the inlet port 126 and
the outlet port 128.

As FIG. 1 also depicts, an inlet door 140 is provided and is
used to selectively allow the inlet air 109 to ingress into the
duct 114. The inlet door 140 is rotationally coupled to the duct
114 (or other static structure) and is configured to selectively
rotate between a closed position and a plurality of open posi-
tions. In the closed position, the door 140 seals, and thus
prevents air flow into, the inlet port 126. In any one of the open
positions, the door 140 does not seal the air inlet 126 and thus
allows the inlet air 109 to flow into the inlet port 126. The inlet
door 140 is rotated via an actuator 136. The actuator 136 is
coupled to the inlet door 140 and is configured to selectively
rotate the inlet door 140 between the closed position and an
open position. The actuator 136 may be implemented using
any one of numerous types of pneumatic, hydraulic, or elec-
tric actuators. The actuator 136 may also be located at various
locations relative to the inlet duct 114. For example, it may be
located in front of the inlet duct 114 or behind the inlet duct
114, just to name two alternate locations. Various embodi-
ments of the inlet door are depicted in FIGS. 3-7, and will now
be described, beginning with the embodiment depicted in
FIGS. 3 and 4.

The inlet door 140 includes an inner surface 302, an outer
surface 304, and an outer peripheral edge 306 that is defined
between the inner and outer surfaces 302, 304. In the depicted
embodiment, the actuator 136 is coupled to the inner surface
302 of'the inlet door 140. It will be appreciated, however, that
in other embodiments the actuator 136 may be coupled to
various other portions of the inlet door 140. As FIGS. 3 and 4
also depict, a plurality of openings 308 extend through the
inlet door 140 between the inner and outer surfaces 302, 304,
and are disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral edge 306.

It will be appreciated that the number, size, shape, spacing,
and location of the openings 308 in the outer peripheral edge
306 of the inlet door 140 may vary. In the depicted embodi-
ment, in which the outer peripheral edge 306 is defined by a
front edge 312, a back edge 314, a first side edge 316, and a
second side edge 318, the openings 308 are disposed adjacent
to only the front edge 312, the first side edge 316, and the
second side edge 318. It is additionally seen, at least in the
depicted embodiment, that the openings 308 that are disposed
adjacent to the front edge 312 are spaced evenly, the openings
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308 disposed adjacent to the first side edge 316 are spaced
evenly, and the openings 308 disposed adjacent to the second
side edge 318 are spaced evenly. Although the depicted
embodiment includes four evenly spaced openings 308 dis-
posed adjacent to the front edge 312, and three openings
disposed adjacent to each of the first and second side edges
316, 318, this is merely exemplary of one embodiment. In
other embodiments, the number of openings may vary. More-
over, although the depicted openings 308 are shaped as rect-
angular slots, this shape is merely exemplary and may vary as
needed or desired. For completeness, some non-limiting
examples of alternative shapes are depicted in FIGS. 9-14

Referring now to FIG. 5, the alternative embodiment
depicted therein also includes openings 308 that are disposed
adjacent to only the front edge 312, the first side edge 316, and
the second side edge 318. However, in this embodiment, the
openings 308 disposed adjacent to the first side edge 316 are
spaced evenly, and the openings 308 disposed adjacent to the
second side edge 318 are spaced evenly. Conversely, the
openings 308 disposed adjacent to the front edge 312 are not
evenly spaced. Similar to the embodiment depicted in FIGS.
3 and 4, the inlet door 140 includes three openings 308 dis-
posed adjacent to each of the first and second side edges 316,
318. Unlike that embodiment, the inlet door 104 includes
only two openings 308, rather than four, disposed adjacent to
the front edge 312. Again, this is merely exemplary of one
alternative embodiment, and in other embodiments the num-
ber and shapes of the openings 308 may vary.

Inyet another alternative embodiment, which is depicted in
FIG. 6, the inlet door 140 includes openings 308 that are
disposed adjacent to only the first and second side edges 316,
318, with no openings 308 disposed adjacent to the front or
back edges 312, 314. The openings 308 disposed adjacent to
the first and second side edges 316, 318 are spaced evenly.
Again, although the inlet door 140 includes three openings
308 disposed adjacent to each of the first and second side
edges 316, 318, this is merely exemplary of one alternative
embodiment, and in other embodiments the number and
shapes of the openings 308 may vary.

Regardless of the number, size, shape, spacing, and loca-
tion of the openings 308, in each of the depicted embodiments
the inlet door 140 also does not include any side members. In
particular, conventionally known inlet doors 140 typically
include a plurality of side members that extend from the inner
surface 302 and into the air flow passage 134 when the inlet
door 140 is in the closed position. The side members, when
included, help to control airflow spillage around the inlet door
140 and minimize the loss of pressure in the airflow entering
into the inlet port 126. In one other embodiment, which is
depicted in FIG. 7, the inlet door 140 is implemented without
side members and also includes no openings 308.

With reference now to FIG. 8, which depicts a cross section
view of the inlet door taken along line 8-8 in FIG. 4, it should
be noted that each of inlet doors 140 depicted in FIGS. 3-7
also include an insert portion 802 and a seal portion 804. The
insert portion 802 is configured to extend through the inlet
port 126 and is disposed within the air flow passage 134 when
the inlet door 140 is in the closed position. The seal portion
804 is disposed outward of the insert portion 802 and inward
of'the outer peripheral edge 306. When the inlet door 140 is in
the closed position, the seal portion 804 sealingly engages the
duct 114, and preventing the openings 308 from providing an
open pathway to the inlet port 126 and air flow passage 134.
Governmental agency requirements specify that the air flow
passage 134 be completely sealed from the outside when the
door 140 is closed. It will be appreciated that this is merely
exemplary of one embodiment of an inlet door 140. Regard-
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less, in each of the depicted embodiments, the openings 308
are disposed such that each extends through the seal portion
804.

The inlet door 140 embodiments disclosed herein that
include the openings 308, and that are implemented without
side members, exhibit significant reductions in door loads,
while not significantly impacting the flow of inlet air 109 into
the duct 114. Indeed, with the embodiment depicted in FIGS.
3 and 4, the inlet door 140 exhibits a reduction in door load of
about 13% as compared to conventionally known doors. The
embodiment depicted in FIG. 5 exhibits a reduction in door
load of about 12% as compared to conventionally known
doors; the embodiment depicted in FIG. 6 exhibits a reduction
in door load of about 9% as compared to conventionally
known doors; and the embodiment depicted in FIG. 7 exhibits
a reduction in door load of about 6% as compared to conven-
tionally known doors. It should be noted that reductions of
this magnitude were wholly unexpected.

In this document, relational terms such as first and second,
and the like may be used solely to distinguish one entity or
action from another entity or action without necessarily
requiring or implying any actual such relationship or order
between such entities or actions. Numerical ordinals such as
“first,” “second,” “third,” etc. simply denote different singles
of a plurality and do not imply any order or sequence unless
specifically defined by the claim language. The sequence of
the text in any of the claims does not imply that process steps
must be performed in a temporal or logical order according to
such sequence unless it is specifically defined by the language
of the claim. The process steps may be interchanged in any
order without departing from the scope of the invention as
long as such an interchange does not contradict the claim
language and is not logically nonsensical.

Furthermore, depending on the context, words such as
“connect” or “coupled to” used in describing a relationship
between different elements do not imply that a direct physical
connection must be made between these elements. For
example, two elements may be connected to each other physi-
cally, electronically, logically, or in any other manner,
through one or more additional elements.

While at least one exemplary embodiment has been pre-
sented in the foregoing detailed description of the invention,
it should be appreciated that a vast number of variations exist.
It should also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment
or exemplary embodiments are only examples, and are not
intended to limit the scope, applicability, or configuration of
the invention in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed
description will provide those skilled in the art with a conve-
nient road map for implementing an exemplary embodiment
of the invention. It being understood that various changes
may be made in the function and arrangement of elements
described in an exemplary embodiment without departing
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An inlet door system for providing air to at least an
auxiliary power unit (APU) contained within an aircraft, the
inlet door system comprising:

a duct configured to extend from the auxiliary power unit
(APU) to an intake opening formed in an outer surface of
the aircraft, the duct including an inlet port, an outlet
port, and a duct sidewall extending between the inlet port
and the outlet port, the duct sidewall defining an air flow
passage between the inlet port and the outlet port;

an inlet door including an inner surface, an outer surface,
and an outer peripheral edge between the inner and outer
surfaces, the outer peripheral edge of the inlet door is
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defined by a front edge, a back edge, a first side edge, and
a second side edge, the inlet door rotationally coupled to
the duct, the inlet door configured to selectively rotate
between (i) a closed position, in which the inlet door
seals the air inlet port and prevents air flow into the inlet
port, and (ii) a plurality of open positions, in which the
inlet door does not seal the air inlet and allows air flow
into the inlet port; and

a plurality of openings extending through the inlet door

8

an inlet door including an inner surface, an outer surface,
and an outer peripheral edge between the inner and outer
surfaces, the outer peripheral edge defined by a front
edge, a back edge, a first side edge, and a second side
edge, the inlet door rotationally coupled to the duct, the
inlet door configured to selectively rotate between (i) a
closed position, in which the inlet door seals the air inlet
port and prevents air flow into the inlet port, and (ii) a
plurality of open positions, in which the inlet door does

between the inner surface and the outer surface, each 10 . - - - .
. . . . not seal the air inlet and allows air flow into the inlet port;
opening disposed adjacent to only the first side edge and led to the inlet d d foured
the second side edge. an a?ua}orl couple hto. tle (11n etb oor an hcor} gu;e tp
2 Th ¢ £ claim 1. wherein: selectively move the inlet door between the closed posi-
the ogesriliil;rsndc;spcoeslz:r(lil azijy;c:;flt% the first side edge are tion and one or more of the open positions; and
spaced evenly, and the openings disposed adjacent tothe 15 @ Iﬁutr ality tolf openings ;:xtend(lint%l throtugh tilfe inlet dﬁ’c’;
second side edge are spaced evenly. etween the inner surface and the outer surface, each o
3. The system of claim 1, wherein the inlet door comprises: the openings disposed adjacent to only the front edge,
an insert portion that extends through the inlet port and is the first side edge,. and the sec.ond side edge.
disposed within the air flow passage when the inlet door 7. The system of claim 6, wherein:
is in the closed position; and 20  the openings disposed adjacent to the front edge are spaced
a seal portion disposed outward of the insert portion and evenly, the openings disposed adjacent to the first side
inward of the outer peripheral edge, the seal portion edge are spaced evenly, and the openings disposed adja-
engaging the inlet duct when the inlet door is in the cent to the second side edge are spaced evenly.
closed position. 8. The system of claim 6, wherein the inlet door comprises:
4. The system of.clalm 3, wherein the openings extend 25 an insert portion that extends through the inlet port and is
through the seal portion. disposed within the air flow passage when the inlet door
5. The system of claim 1, fuI.‘ther comprising: is in the closed position; and
an actuator coupled to the inlet door and configured to a seal portion disposed outward of the insert portion and
s.electlvely move the inlet door betwefzr.l the closed posi- inward of the outer peripheral edge, the seal portion
tion and one or more of the open positions. 30

6. An inlet door system for providing air to at least an

engaging the inlet duct when the inlet door is in the
closed position.

auxiliary power unit (APU) contained within an aircraft, the
inlet door system comprising:

a duct configured to extend from the auxiliary power unit
(APU) to an intake opening formed in an outer surface of 35
the aircraft, the duct including an inlet port, an outlet
port, and a duct sidewall extending between the inlet port
and the outlet port, the duct sidewall defining an air flow
passage between the inlet port and the outlet port; L

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the openings extend
through the seal portion.
10. The system of claim 6, further comprising:
an actuator coupled to the inlet door and configured to
selectively move the inlet door between the closed posi-
tion and one or more of the open positions.



